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pandit, had welcomed the bold innovation of
female education. Breaking from the persecu-
tion and opposition of caste, he had led his
little wife into the forest and made a simple
home where he could teach her the secrets of
Sanskrit wisdom. In this forest home Ramabai
spent her childhood under her father's instruction.
At the age of twelve she had committed to
memory many thousand verses from the sacred
Purdnas. She gradually mastered not only
Sanskrit, but Marathi, Kanarese, Hindustani,
Bengali, and became fluent in seven languages.
Known as a " prodigy of learning," she was the
only woman permitted to call herself Pandita,
and who received the title of Sarasvati, i.e. " The
Goddess of Wisdom," on account of her learning.
In the following words she told the writer
the story of her early life: " In the great famine
of '77, when I was a girl, our family was reduced
to starvation. We prostrated ourselves before
the idols day and night. When our money was
gone we began to sell our jewellery, clothes and
cooking utensils. The day came when the last
grain of rice was gone. We went into the forest
to die there. First my father, then my mother,
and then my eldest sister died from starvation.
My brother and I continued our sad pilgrimage
from the south to the northern boundary of
India, and back again to Calcutta, I was often